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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Maemura et al. (USP 5159465). 

With respect to claim 1 , Maemura et al. discloses a method for operating the 
facsimile mailbox service (shown in fig 1) subscriber apparatus comprising: a first step 
of discriminating the type of a facsimile message as received (determining a data 
transmission speed in a facsimile machine, see col.4, lines 35-36); a second step of 
detecting an error (FCS an error detecting code detect error, see col. 14, lines 23-26), 
according to the discriminated type and storing the received facsimile message (the 
receiver stores in RAM 3 of fig 1 ); a third step of discriminating a transmittal mode of the 
facsimile message to be transmitted (information regarding the destination areas for 
which the ECM mode is to be used, see (col. 14, lines 57-60); and a fourth step of 
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converting the facsimile data according to the discriminated transmittal mode and 
transmitting it, see (col. 14, lines 60-65). 

With respect to claim 2, Maemura et al. discloses the method wherein the second 
step comprising: a first sub-step of checking a FCS (Frame Check Sequence), (error 
detecting code FCS as shown in fig 14a and 14b) in case that a received facsimile 
message is a data in ECM (Error Correction Mode), see (col. 14, lines 22-27) and storing 
the received facsimile message if no error is detected, see (step 201-206 of fig 11a); 
and a second sub-step of converting a general facsimile compressed data into a binary 
data in case that the received facsimile message is the general facsimile compressed 
data, (a CODEC 7 of fig 1 which compresses data information to be transmitted) 
checking whether there is an error through an MMR (Modified Modified READ), 
(conventional error correction mode, see col.6, lines 26-29) and storing the received 
facsimile message if no error is detected, see (col.6, lines 60-65). 

Wit respect to claim 3, Maemura et al. discloses the method wherein the first step 
comprising sub-steps: storing a received facsimile message in a memory (the receiver 
stores the received image information in its RAM 3 of fig 1 ) by means of a facsimile 
controller (CPU 1 of fig 1, see col. 13, lines 45-48) in case that the received facsimile 
message is a data in ECM after a type of the facsimile message is discriminated, see 
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(col. 13, lines 20-26); performing FCS checking (as shown in fig 14a and 14b) for the 
stored facsimile message in ECM (stores in RAM 3 of fig 12a); transmitting the facsimile 
message in ECM stored in the memory (RAM 13 of fig 1) to a facsimile image data 
processor (CPU 1 of fig 1 ), in case that no error is detected in the FCS checking (see 
9fig 14a and 14b); and storing the facsimile message in ECM in a buffer memory (RAM 
3 of fig 1) by means of a facsimile image data processor (CPU 1 of fig 1). 

With respect to claim 4, Maemura discloses the method (as shown in fig 1 ) 
further comprising a step of requesting a PSTN (public telephone network, see col.6, 
lines 63-68) switching center to re-transmit the data, in case that an error is detected, 
see (col. 14, lines 44-54). 

Objected Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5, 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

With respect to claim 5 the prior art does not disclose the method wherein the 
second sub-step comprising steps of: transmitting a received facsimile message to a 
facsimile image data processor, in case that the received facsimile message is a 
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general facsimile compressed data upon discrimination of the type of the facsimile 
message; decoding the received facsimile message to a facsimile image binary data by 
means of a facsimile image data processor; checking whether there is an error 
according to an MMR decoding for the facsimile image binary data by means of the 
facsimile image data processor; refusing to receive the data in case that its error rate of 
the data is larger than a rate set forjudging a refusal to receive a data, performing a re- 
transmission request procedure in case that its error rate is larger than a rate set for 
judging that the data is good and smaller than a rate set forjudging a refusal to receive 
it, and storing the decoded facsimile image binary data in an image memory in case that 
its error rate is smaller than a rate forjudging that the data is good, upon checking; and 
reading the facsimile image binary data from the image memory and storing it in the 
buffer memory by means of the facsimile image data processor. 

With respect to claim 6, the prior art does not disclose the method wherein the 
third step comprising sub-steps of: recording the facsimile image binary data of the 
buffer memory in the image memory upon being informed of the facsimile image binary 
data transmission; coding the facsimile image binary data recorded in the image 
memory by means of the facsimile image data processor; and discriminating a 
transmittal mode of the coded facsimile data. 
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With respect to claim 7, the prior art does not disclose method wherein the fourth 
step comprising sub-steps of: converting a facsimile data to be transmitted to a frame 
data in ECM, in case that the facsimile data to be transmitted is discriminated to be a 
data in ECM; and converting a facsimile data to be transmitted to a general facsimile 
compressed data in case that the facsimile data to be transmitted is not a data in ECM 
upon discrimination. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: With respect to claim 8-12, the prior art dos not disclose method for operating 
the facsimile mail box service subscriber apparatus comprising: a first step of 
discriminating whether a received and restored facsimile data is a data in ECM or a 
general facsimile compressed data; a second step of reverse-coding the general 
facsimile compressed data to a binary form in case that the received and restored 
facsimile data is a general facsimile compressed data, and detecting whether there is 
an error with it; a third step of restoring an error if the error is detected and storing a 
facsimile image binary data in a good condition in an image memory; and 
a fourth step of recording the facsimile image binary data stored in the image memory in 
the buffer memory, and recording the facsimile image binary data of the buffer memory 
in a storing unit when the recording is completed. 



Application/Control Number: 09/705,722 



Art Unit: 2626 



Page 7 



With respect to claim 13, the prior art does not disclose or teach a facsimile 
mailbox service subscriber apparatus having a facsimile controller for processing a 
facsimile protocol and a facsimile data, a buffer memory for storing data to be received 
and transmitted from and to an external unit, and a memory for storing the facsimile 
data, comprising: an image memory for storing a facsimile image binary data; and a 
facsimile image data processor for receiving a coded facsimile data from a facsimile 
controller, reverse-coding the facsimile data to a binary data, storing it in the image 
memory and transmitting it to a buffer memory, and reading the facsimile image binary 
data recorded in the image memory, coding and storing it in a memory. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 305-5441 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system; contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




